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TO  THE 

CHAIRMAN  AND  COUNCILLORS 


OF  THE 

lalaHJ^DRFF  AND  DINKS  POWIS 
RQRKk  DISTRICT  COQRICIk 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report. 

It  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  contained  in 
the  memorandum  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  issued  in 
December,  1895.  If  is  there  prescribed  that  annual  reports  shall 
be  chiefly  concerned  with  the  conditions  affecting  health,  par- 
ticularly with  the  influences  affecting  or  threatening  to  affect 
injuriously  the  public  health  within  the  district ; and  the  means 
adopted  or  recommended  for  adoption,  with  a view  of  improving 
those  conditions  should  be  specified.  The  causes,  origin,  and  dis- 
tribution of  disease  may  be  recorded,  and  tabular  statements  of  the 
sickness  and  deaths  should  be  inserted  in  the  report.  It  should  be 
further  recorded  whatever  actions  were  taken  by  the  Rural  District 
Council  and  their  officers  to  enforce  the  Public  Health  Acts  and 
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Bye-Laws,  in  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  insanitary  conditions 
existing  in  the  District  daring  the  year  1895. 

The  District  which  is  under  your  control  is  entirely  within  the 
County  of  Glamorgan,  and  includes  Llanvedw  and  Rhydygwern. 

Its  Area  is  65,469  acres, 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. — The  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  District,  as  at 
present  constituted,  was  at  the  last  census  18,520,  and  on  the  sup- 
position that  the  rate  of  increase  of  the  population  in  the  preceding 
decenniary  has  been  maintained  in  this,  it  is  estimated  that  the 
population  of  the  District  was  19,574  the  middle  of  last  year. 
But  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  actual  population  is  con- 
siderably in  excess  of  this  estimate,  as  building  operations  have 
been  going  on  at  a much  more  rapid  rate  during  the  last  five 
years  than  previously,  especially  in  the  parishes  of  LlandafF, 
Llanishen,  and  Whitchurch.  Llanishen  has  probably  doubled  in 
population  since  last  census.  Moreover,  there  is  a considerable 
temporary  or  migratory  population  in  the  parishes  of  Porthkerry, 
Penmark,  and  Llancarfan,  who  are  employed  in  constructing  the 
Vale  of  Glamorgan  Railway.  These  facts  should  be  borne 
in  mind  when  considering  the  birthrate  and  mortality. 

Six  hundred  and  five  births  were  registered,  viz.,  297 
males  and  308  females ; which  is  equal  to  a birthrate  of  30*90  per 
thousand  of  the  estimated  population,  and  32*66  of  the  census 
population.  The  birthrate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales 
was  30*3  per  1,000  for  the  year. 

The  number  of  births  in  each  parish  may  be  seen  by  reference 
to  the  Table  appended  to  this  report. 


Birthrate  during  the  last  eight  years  : — 

per  i.ooo 

census  population. 

per  1,000 

estimated  population 

1888 

34*52 

32*20 

1889 

...  32*60 

30*41 

1890 

35'3i 

32*92 

1891 

28*75 

28-65 

1892 

32*88 

32*35 

1893 

31*7 

30*82 

1894 

31*52 

30-29 

1895 

32*66 

30*90 

Deaths.  —Three  hundred  and  twenty-five  deaths  were  registered, 
viz.,  155  males  and  170  females,  which  amounts  to  a mortality  of 
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i6*59  Per  thousand  of  the  estimated  population,  and  17*54  °f  the 
census  population. 

The  deathrate  of  England  and  Wales  during  the  same  period 
was  18-7  per  1,000  living. 

The  natural  increase  in  the  population  of  the  District  during 
the  year,  by  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  280,  viz.,  142  males 
and  138  females. 

The  proportion  of  the  deaths  to  the  births  was  as  one  is  to  i*86. 

The  mean  or  average  age  at  death  was  35.4  years. 

The  number  of  deaths  at  various  ages  in  the  several  parishes, 
and  the  total  for  the  whole  District  may  be  seen  on  reference  to 
the  appended  Table.  No  comparison  with  previous  years  can  be 
made  as  the  District  is  differently  constituted  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year  under  notice. 

Infant  Mortality. — The  number  of  infant  deaths  was  seventy- 
six,  which  is  at  the  rate  of  3*88  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  popula- 
tion and  4*10  per  1,000  of  the  census  population,  and  it  is  equal 
to  233*8  per  thousand  of  the  deaths  in  the  District.  The  propor- 
tion of  infant  deaths  was  12-5  per  centum  of  the  births  registered 
during  the  year.  That  for  England  and  Wales  was  16*1  per  cent. 

The  following  are  the  certified  causes  of  deaths  among  children 
under  one  year  of  age  : — Developmental  diseases,  29  ; Convulsions, 
16;  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs,  11  ; Diseases  of  Digestive 
Organs,  9 ; Diarrhoea,  3 ; Teething,  3 ; Tubercular  Meningitis,  2 ; 
Measles,  1 ; Poisoned  Wound,  1 ; Anasarca,  1.  It  will  be  observed 
that  there  were  only  three  deaths  attributed  to  Diarrhoea ; but 
there  were  five  deaths  due  to  Enteritis  or  Inflammation  of  the 
Intestinal  Canal,  and  four  due  to  Dyspepsia.  All  of  these,  and 
nearly,  if  not,  all  certified  Convulsions,  as  well  as  some  others, 
were  probably  caused  by  ignorant  and  indiscreet  feeding.  The 
number  of  infant  deaths  from  Convulsions,  viz.,  sixteen,  is 
abnormally  high,  and  is  composed  in  part  of  those  sudden  deaths 
which  have  been  investigated  before  the  Coroner — whose  jury 
return  the  somewhat  vague  and  unsatisfactory  verdict,  “ Died 
from  natural  causes,  probably  convulsions.”  The  fault  lies,  of 
course,  in  the  system,  which  does  not  provide  expert  assistance  to 
definitely  ascertain  the  real  cause  of  death.  There  can  be  no 
question  that  there  is  a great  number  of  infant  deaths  at  the  present 
time  which  might  be  prevented  with  proper  care. 

Ninety  persons  were  65  years  and  upwards  at  death. 

The  mortality  of  aged  persons  was  as  folllows : — 

106  persons  (53  males  and  53  females)  were  60  years  of  age  and 
upwards. 


68  persons  (37  males  and  31  females)  were  70  years  of  age  and 
upwards. 

21  persons  (13  males  and  8 females)  were  80  years  of  age  and 
upwards. 

One  female  was  92  years  at  death. 

Twelve  deaths  were  uncertified  either  by  a medical  man  or  by  the 
Coroner  ; six  in  Pentyrch  parish,  five  in  Whitchurch,  and  one  in 
Radyr  parish. 

Six  deaths  were  due  to  Cancerous  Diseases  of  various  regions  of 
the  body. 

Phthisis. — Twenty-three  deaths  were  certified  “ Phthisis,” 
seven  deaths  “Tubercular  Meningitis,”  and  two  deaths,  “Tabes 
Mesenterica  ” (tubercular  disease  of  lymph-glands). 

There  were  in  all  thirty-two  deaths  due  to  Tubercular  Diseases, 
which  is  equal  to  a rate  of  1-63  per  thousand  of  the  estimated 
population,  as  compared  with  1*30  in  the  preceding  year. 

This  complaint  is  now  regarded  as  an  infectious  disease,  and 
most  experts  advocate  its  inclusion  in  the  group  of  notifiable 
diseases.  But  public  opinion  is  hardly  ripe  for  this  procedure  as 
yet ; although  it  is  very  desirable  that  those  who  come  into  contact 
with  consumptive  patients  should  be  warned  against  inhaling  their 
breath,  and  to  take  every  precaution  to  destroy  everything  which 
might  be  infected  with  the  tubercular  bacillus,  such  as  the  spitum 
or  handkerchiefs,  &c.,  into  which  the  patients  have  spat. 

Articles  of  food  may  also  give  rise  to  Consumption  in  a suscep- 
tible person.  It  is  maintained  that  between  10  and  15  per  centum 
of  the  cattle  slaughtered  in  this  country  for  human  food  are 
affected  with  tubercular  disease ; and  that  about  20  per  cent,  of 
the  cows  in  large  towns  are  tuberculous.  Therefore,  while 
sanitary  authorities  should,  as  far  as  possible,  keep  all  tainted  milk 
and  meat  out  of  the  market,  consumers  should  take  the  precaution  to 
sterilise  all  milk  and  to  thoroughly  cook  the  meat. 

Diarrhoea. —There  was  again  a remarkable  absence  of  this 
complaint  last  year,  which  cannot  but  be  regarded  as  a favourable 
symptom  of  the  general  state  of  the  District.  It  further  shows 
that  an  exceptionally  dry  summer,  and  a superabundant  fruit 
season  are  compatible  with  the  absence  of  serious  digestive 
troubles. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  are  the  numbers  of  deaths  wbich  were  registered 
under  the  group  of  Infectious  or  Zymotic  diseases  : — Scarlatina,  1 ; 
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Diphtheria,  2;  Membranous  Croup,  2;  Enteric  Fever,  4 ; Puer- 
peral Fever,  1 ; Erysipelas,  1 ; Measles,  5 ; and  Whooping  Cough, 
4.  Total,  20.  This  number  amounts  to  a rate  of  1*02  per 
thousand  of  the  population.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
during  the  same  period  was  2-14  per  thousand  living. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  twelve  deaths  were  referred  to 
Influenza  and  to  complications  supervening  attacks  of  that 
disease. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  notifications  of  the  mortality 
from  Infectious  diseases  in  the  District  since  I have  been  your 
Medical  Officer : — 
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*The  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  with  Whooping  Cough  included,  came  into 
operation  on  1st  of  April,  1890.  Fifteen  cases  were  notified  that  year  before  it  came  into  force. 
Diarrhoea  was  a notifiable  disease  during  thirty-four  days  of  1894. 


fThe  District  is  not  exactly  of  the  same  area  and  population  since  the  beginning  of  1895, 
when  Rumney  and  St.  Mellons,  with  a population  of  1,190  persons,  were  transferred  to  the 
St.  Mellons  Rural  District  Council,  and  the  parishes  of  Llanvedw  and  Rhydygwern  (in  the 
County  of  Glamorgan)  with  a census  population  of  550  became  a portion  of  your  District. 


The  different  localities  in  which  those  deaths  occurred  may  be 
seen  by  reference  to  the  Table  A.  appended  to  this  Report. 

Notifications  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-two  cases  of  those 
diseases  which  are  notifiable  in  your  District,  were  sent  to  me 
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during  the  year  1895.  They  are  as  follows: — Scarlet  Fever,  88; 
Diphtheria,  15;  Membranous  Croup,  3 ; Enteric  Fever,  19;  Ery- 
sipelas, 8 ; Whooping  Cough,  89. 

The  distribution  of  the  above  cases  in  the  various  parishes  may 
be  seen  on  reference  to  the  second  part  (B.)  of  the  appended  Table. 

The  Notifications  were  at  the  rate  of  11*3  per  thousand  of  the 
estimated  population,  as  compared  with  16-4  in  the  preceding  year. 

PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

DURING  1895. 

Small  Pox  has  been  absent  from  the  District  since  1887, 
although  there  have  been  several  cases  at  different  times  close  to 
its  borders.  The  present  is  one  of  those  occasions.  Many  tramps 
must  have  travelled  through  recently  in  an  infected  state  ; but, 
fortunately,  so  far  without  any  apparent  harmful  result.  If  Small 
Pox  should  break  out,  the  patient  would  be  removed  immediately 
into  the  Borough  Sanatorium,  and  every  precaution  would  at  once 
be  taken  to  extinguish  the  outbreak,  with,  I trust,  even  greater 
success  than  in  1887.  The  Barry  District  Council,  I am  advised, 
are  prepared  to  receive  cases  from  near  their  boundary  into  their 
Infectious  Hospital,  (provided  they  have  accommodation)  on  the 
same  terms  as  the  Cardiff  Corporation. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Notified,  88;  fatal,  1. 

The  disease  never  assumed  epidemic  proportions  during  the 
year,  although  it  was  very  prevalent  at  one  period  in  Whitchurch. 

Altogether  there  were  eighteen  cases  in  the  parish  of  Llandaff. 
Nine  of  these  were  in  three  houses  in  the  City,  and  three  others 
in  a house  at  Ely  in  the  beginning  of  the  year.  The  remaining 
six  were  isolated  cases  at  Pontcanna,  Maindy,  and  Llandaff  Yard. 

There  was  an  imported  case  in  the  parish  of  Llanedarne,  and 
another  at  Pentyrch.  A case  in  Porthkerry  parish,  two  isolated 
cases  at  St.  Fagans,  two  in  St.  George’s,  and  three  at  East  Aber- 
thaw,  in  Penmark  parish,  did  not  spread  beyond  the  infected 
houses,  showing  that  intelligent  effort  had  been  made  to  carry  out 
the  precautions  recommended  by  your  officers,  and  that  the 
subsequent  disinfection  was  thorough  and  effectual. 

Six  cases  in  the  parish  of  Llanvedw,  two  in  Rhydygwern,  and 
six  in  Rudry  had  their  origin  in  a serious  outbreak  at  Machen, 
which  necessitated  the  closing  of  the  day  schools  there  for  a 
period. 
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There  were  forty-six  cases  altogether  in  the  parish  of  Whit- 
church, which  has  a population  of  fully  3,500  persons.  There 
were  several  isolated  outbreaks  of  Scarlatina  in  and  around  the 
village  of  Whitchurch  during  the  summer  months.  Nearly  all  of 
them  had  one  thing  in  common,  and  that  was  attendance  at  the 
Board  Schools.  During  the  month  of  October  it  assumed  more 
alarming  proportions,  seventeen  cases  being  notified,  and  among 
them  one  of  the  schoolmaster's  children.  The  parents  of  this 
child  would  not  consent  to  his  removal  to  the  Sanatorium, 
preferring  rather  to  remove  into  lodgings  with  the  other  children, 
and  leaving  the  sick  child  in  charge  of  two  servants  in  the  school- 
house.  Your  council  called  on  the  Board  to  close  the  schools 
unless  this  child  was  properly  isolated.  The  Chairman  and  the 
other  members  of  the  Board  did  all  they  could  to  assist  your 
officers,  and,  after  consultation,  they  forbade  the  head-teacher 
going  near  the  schoolrooms,  and  had  the  communication  between 
the  house  and  the  play-grounds  locked  until  disinfection  had  been 
effected.  There  were  fourteen  fresh  cases  in  the  village  during 
November,  but  the  outbreak  soon  after  died  out. 

Diphtheria. — Notified,  15  ; fatal,  2.® 

Ten  of  these  cases  were  in  Llandaff  parish.  One,  which  proved 
fatal,  was  at  a cottage,  near  Gabalva  Lock,  on  the  Canal  side.  A 
sister  of  this  child  died  the  week  before  of  “ bronchitis.”  The 
house  was  damp  and  unhealthy,  having  for  some  time  previously 
been  unoccupied  except  by  fowls.  Another  child,  four  years  old, 
living  at  Llandaff  Yard,  developed  Paralysis  suddenly,  and  died  in 
a few  hours.  Although  there  were  no  throat  symptoms,  the 
Paralysis  was  suspicious  of  the  sequelae  of  Diphtheria.  There 
were  four  very  mild  cases  in  different  parts  of  the  parish,  about 
which  no  comment  is  necessary.  Four  cases  of  Sore  Throat,  arising 
simultaneously  at  a house  at  Maindy,  were  notified  so  that  proper 
precautions  might  be  enforced,  but  there  was  no  after  ill  effects. 

A young  infant,  living  at  Primrose  Hill,  a child  at  Wernddu 
Cottages  (Van),  another  at  Waterloo  Terrace  (Rudry),  and  two  at 
Llanishen  had  remarkably  mild  attacks  ; and  the  local  sanitary 
arrangements  were  in  every  respect  satisfactory.  In  all  the 
above  instances,  the  usual  precautionary  methods  were  enforced 
and  carried  out. 

Membranous  Croup. — Notified,  3;  died,  2. 

The  three  cases  notified  were  of  very  mild  type  ; two  were  at 
Llanishen,  and  the  other  at  Rudry.  The  two  fatal  cases,  which  I 
have  placed  under  this  head,  were  certified  “ Croup  ” only,  and 
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should  perhaps  with  more  propriety  be  relegated  to  the  column 
“ All  other  diseases.” 

Enteric  Fever. — Notified,  19;  fatal,  4. 

Of  the  two  cases  in  Llandaff  parish,  one  was  the  last  of  the 
outbreak  at  the  Old  Soap  Works;  and  the  other  a lad  who  was 
supposed  to  have  been  upset  by  swallowing  river  water  while 
bathing. 

That  at  Llanbethery  was  a lady  who  had  an  attack  of  Bronchitis 
with  typhoid  symptoms. 

There  was  a mild  case  at  Llanishen  for  which  no  local  cause 
could  be  traced. 

Four  cases  were  in  Pentyrch  parish.  A young  child  at 
Gwaelodygarth  had  Whooping  Cough  in  the  autumn,  followed  by 
Dropsy  and  Low7  Fever. 

The  three  others  were  at  the  New  Houses  which  look  very 
old.  They  were  supposed  to  have  drunk  polluted  water.  But  as 
the  drains  were  very  flat,  the  precaution  was  taken  to  flush  these 
well,  and  put  down  disinfectants.  The  spout  was  also  repaired. 

The  three  cases  at  Hillside,  St.  Fagans,  were  clearly  traceable 
to  pollution  of  the  well  from  an  old-fashioned  leaky  drain  in  its 
proximity.  This  fault  was  at  once  remedied. 

One  case  of  supposed  Typhoid  at  Dinas  Powis  was  of  so  mild 
a character  that  the  idea  of  its  being  true  Enteric  Fever  can 
hardly  be  entertained ; while  the  other  was  one  of  prolonged 
undefined  sickness. 

Four  cases  at  Tongwynlais  (Whitchurch)  originated  through 
drinking  forbidden  water  issuing  from  the  bed  of  the  river  Taff. 
The  remaining  two  cases  were  near  Melingriffith,  one  of  which 
was  imported. 

Erysipelas.— Notified,  8;  fatal,  1, 

The  distribution  of  these  may  be  observed  by  reference  to  the 
second  portion  (B.)  of  the  appended  Table.  Nothing  satisfactory 
as  to  the  causation  of  them  could  be  elicited  by  investigation, 
beyond  the  history  of  local  injury  or  disease  of  old  standing. 

Whooping  Cough.— Notified,  89  ; fatal,  4. 

This  disease  was  the  most  prevalent  of  any  in  the  District,  and 
when  taken  together  with  its  complications,  it  was  the  most  fatal 
of  the  infectious  diseases. 

It  assumed  epidemic  proportions  in  the  Gwaelodygarth  District 
of  Pentyrch  parish  during  August.  There  were  few  cases  in  the 


Infant  School  before  breaking  up  for  the  holidays,  and  when  it 
re-opened  most  of  the  children  were  found  to  be  ill  or  sickening 
with  Whooping  Cough.  The  school  was  again  closed  for  a month, 
and  thoroughly  disinfected.  Although  only  eighteen  cases  were 
notified  in  August,  when  I made  a house-to-house  visitation  on  the 
2nd  day  of  September,  I discovered  twenty  others.  The  parents 
were  not  aware  of  their  obligations  to  notify  such  cases,  and  as 
they  promised  faithfully  to  take  the  necessary  precautions  no  legal 
proceedings  were  recommended  against  them.  As  a consequence 
of  these  precautions,  or  the  remaining  children  were  not  suscepti- 
ble, the  outbreak  died  out  very  rapidly.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
there  were  a good  many  cases  at  Tongwynlais  and  in  Radyr 
parish  ; evidently  the  infection  had  been  conveyed  from  Gwaelody- 
garth. 

Measles. — Fatal,  5. 

This  disease  is  not  notified  ; but  it  was  ascertained  that  the 
outbreak  to  which  reference  was  made  in  my  last  Annual 
Report,  continued  its  course  southwards  to  Maindy,  where  there 
were  a number  of  cases  in  the  early  months  of  this  year  ; and 
eastwards  through  Llanishen  parish  to  Llanedarne.  The  day 
school  at  the  latter  parish  was  depleted  to  over  50%  of  the  scholars 
during  October  on  account  of  Measles. 

Isolation. — Your  Council  have  no  means  for  isolating  infectious 
cases  within  your  district;  but  the  arrangement  with  the  Corpora- 
tion of  Cardiff,  which  was  concluded  by  your  predecessors,  is  still 
good.  The  new  and  permanent  buildings  of  the  Borough  Sana- 
torium are  now  in  occupation,  and  urgent  cases  may  be  removed 
there.  The  accommodation,  until  recently  was  insufficient,  so 
that  no  cases  were  transferred  last  year.  But  the  necessity  for 
isolating  cases  not  infrequently  arises  through  want  of  a spare 
room  in  the  cottages  of  the  poor  in  particular,  and  it  will  be 
advisable  to  remove  infectious  patients  to  the  Sanatorium  more 
frequently  in  the  future  than  it  has  been  the  practice  in  the  past. 

A public  inquiry  was  held  at  Penarth  on  5th  July,  1895,  by 
County  Aldermen  Henry  Anthony  and  Henry  Naunton  Davies, 
on  behalf  of  the  Glamorgan  County  Council,  as  to  the  necessity 
for  the  establishment  of  an  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  use  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Penarth  Urban  District,  and  the  District  of 
your  Council.  Your  Council  did  not  support  or  oppose  the 
establishment  of  such  a Hospital. 

Disinfecting  Apparatus. — Early  in  the  year  your  Council 
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purchased  from  Messrs.  Manlove,  Alliort  & Co.,  of  Nottingham, 
one  of  Washington  Lyons’  Patent  Portable  High  Pressure  Steam 
Disinfector,  for  which  ^168  was  paid.  It  is  kept  at  the  Pumping 
Station,  Llandaff  Yard,  where  a shed  was  erected  for  the  purpose. 
It  is  drawn  by  a horse  from  place  to  place  as  required,  and  is 
found  to  answer  the  purpose  admirably. 


PIG-KEEPING. 


In  a large  Rural  District  like  yours  the  question  of  how  best  to 
deal  with  pig-keeping  so  as  to  prevent  its  being  a nuisance,  crops 
up  constantly  ; and  it  gives  a great  deal  of  trouble  to  your  officers. 
This  is  due  to  the  inadequate  and  unsuitable  contrivance  which 
goes  by  the  name  of  pig-styes.  I have  alluded  to  some  of  these  on 
former  occasions.  They  are  often  without  any  pretence  at 
drainage  or  paving.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  in  every  cottage 
a lot  of  wash  which  helps  to  make  the  pig’s  food  ; and  pig-keeping 
is  an  industry  which  should  be  encouraged  rather  than  suppressed, 
provided  no  nuisance  is  created  thereby. 

An  idea  has  occurred  to  me,  which  if  carried  out,  might  tend  to 
foster  this  kind  of  thrift  with  benefit  to  everybody.  There  is  no 
reason  why  well-arranged  piggeries  should  not  exist  near  any 
village  without  giving  offence.  They  require  only  to  be  properly 
paved,  well-drained,  and  possessing  convenient  and  suitable 
receptacles  for  manure.  I am  convinced  that  there  is  a demand 
for  pig-keeping  in  every  locality  ; and  that  if  local  bodies,  such  as 
Parish  Councils,  took  the  matter  up,  and  built  colonies  of  pig- 
styes  in  suitable  places  on  plans  to  be  approved  by  your  Council, 
the  enterprise  would  prove  healthful,  beneficial  and  remunerative. 
A succession  of  tenants  for  each  separate  sty  could  always  be  had, 
and  a rental  of  about  sixpence  a week  should  be  enough. 


GENERAL  REMARKS. 

Dilapidations  are  taking  place  constantly  through  the  process  of 
nature.  Roofs,  especially  if  composed  of  thatch,  very  soon  rot 
unless  repairs  are  effected  as  required  ; wooden  materials  in  doors, 
etc.,  rapidly  decay  unless  protected  by  paint  against  the  effect  of 
weather ; and  drains  through  wear  and  tear,  gradually  become 
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defective,  leaky,  and  dangerous.  Hence,  constant  supervision  is 
necessary  in  order  to  try  and  detect  where  natural  decay  or 
accidental  causes  have  induced  a condition  of  matters  which  are  a 
source  of  danger  to  the  public  health.  The  sanitary  arrangements 
of  a house  may  one  day  be  all  right,  and  the  next  day  show  serious 
defects. 

The  all-important  water  supply  of  a dwelling  is  again  threatened 
with  pollution  from  various  origins.  Superficial  wells,  such  as 
commonly  obtain  in  rural  districts,  are  liable  to  be  contaminated 
with  vegetable  and  organic  matter.  A spring  may  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  oldest  inhabitant  have  been  quite  pure  for  scores  of 
years,  may  on  the  other  hand  be  polluted  from  soakage  of  any 
kind  into  the  surrounding  soil  being  washed  into  the 
water  supply.  The  first  necessity  of  a rural  district 
is  the  provision  of  fresh  pure  water,  and  the  removal  of  the  fouled  ; 
and  the  second  necessity  is  the  removal  of  refuse  and  excremental 
filth.  To  effect  this  in  the  case  of  the  isolated  house  and  cottage, 
or  the  agglomerated  village  and  town,  the  question  is  usually  only 
one  of  expense.  But  to  do  so  within  reasonable  and  lawful  limits 
is  frequently  not  so  easy  as  irresponsible  critics  would  demonstrate. 

For  single  dwellings,  good  water  can  as  a rule  be  had  from 
superficial  wells  or  by  storage  from  roofs  ; the  slops  may  be  thrown 
on  the  garden  or  other  place  where  they  are  not  a nuisance ; and 
the  earth  closet  need  give  no  trouble.  But  in  the  case  of  hamlets 
or  villages,  the  difficulties  increase,  and  combined  efforts  are 
necessary  to  overcome  them.  It  is  here  that  your  Council  have 
often  to  stimulate  the  local  effort,  or  to  supplant  it  by  providing 
for  local  necessities.  Some  of  these  I shall  point  out  hereafter. 
As  a general  principle,  I think,  the  safest  and  best  means  for  dis- 
posing of  slop  and  rain-water  in  small  villages  are  open  channels 
properly  laid  with  suitable  gradients,  which  will  not  allow  of 
stagnation.  Plenty  of  air  and  light  will  prevent  offensive  decom- 
position. This  method  is  certainly  more  healthful  than  covered 
drains. 

The  disposal  of  excrement  in  villages  would  be  very  simple  were 
it  possible  to  interest  householders  in  that  which  directly  concerns 
their  well-being.  Most  cottages  possess  amply  large  gardens  in 
which  the  excrement  could  be  buried  superficially  without  causing 
any  nuisance.  The  upper  layers  of  earth  are  teeming  with  minute 
organisms  or  bacteria,  which  are  the  meJium  whereby  organic  or 
animal  matter  is  decomposed  by  a process  of  oxidation.  By  this 
means  organic  matter  gets  converted  into  nitrous  and  nitric  acids 
and  ultimately  into  nitrates , which  are  the  food  of  plants.  The 
great  laboratory  of  Nature  is  engaged  in  ceaseless  work.  Th 
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more  porous  the  soil,  the  greater  will  be  the  supply  of  Oxygen,  and 
consequently  the  more  rapid  is  the  process  of  purification  and  the 
greater  is  the  capability  for  work.  Dr.  G.  V.  Poore  has  described 
this  upper  zone  as  “ living  earth  ” ; and  he  points  out  that  below  a 
depth  of  six  feet  all  is  “ dead,”  the  minute  myriad  workers  are 
absent.  The  moral  is  self-evident.  Animal  matter  should  not  be 
buried  too  deeply,  or  putrid  organic  matter  may  percolate  in  the 
“ dead  ” zone  to  a great  distance  by  the  current  of  ground  water, 
and  thereby  pollute  water  supplies.  Leaky  cesspools  may 
similarly  become  a source  of  danger.  To  repeat  then — the  nearer 
the  surface  organic  matter  is  buried  the  better,  provided  this  is 
done  at  a sufficient  distance  from  dwellings  that  the  offensive  gases 
of  decomposition  may  not  become  a nuisance  to  the  inhabitants. 


INSPECTIONS,  &c. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  xAct  necessitated  frequent 
visits  to  all  parts  of  the  District,  and  these  opportunities  were 
taken  advantage  of  by  myself  and  your  Inspectors  to  make  inspec- 
tions as  to  the  general  sanitary  arrangements.  Moreover,  special 
visits  were  paid  at  intervals,  often  house  to  house  visitations,  and 
a great  many  nuisances  were  abated  without  occasion  to  report 
them  to  your  Council.  Every  complaint  was  attended  to  without 
delay.  The  duties  of  your  Inspectors  are  constantly  increasing  by 
the  various  Acts  of  Parliament,  that  it  has  been  found  practically 
impossible  to  make  as  systematic  and  thorough  inspections  of  so 
large  a District  as  could  be  desired.  The  work  of  preparing 
plans  and  drawings  for  the  large  amount  of  new  works  and 
improvements  which  are  constantly  being  carried  out  by  Mr. 
Fraser,  as  your  Surveyor,  is  great  ; and  the  amount  of  office 
work  involved  in  sending  out  some  2,554  written  notices  and 
letters,  shows  what  time  must  be  occupied  in  purely  clerical  duties, 
that  could  equally  well  be  done  by  an  office  boy  or  clerk.  This 
valuable  time  could  be  more  usefully  devoted  to  out-door  work.  I 
beg  to  recommend  that  such  assistance  be  given  your  Surveyor. 


Summary  of  Works  Executed,  Nuisances  Abated,  &c. 

The  particulars  of  the  following  summary  of  the  chief  improve- 
ments effected  during  the  year  were  supplied  by  your  Surveyor 
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and  Chief  Inspector,  Mr.  W.  Fraser,  A.M.Inst.C.E.,  and  they  bear 
eloquent  testimony  to  the  excellent  work  done  by  your  Inspectors 
and  the  activity  displayed  by  them. 


Bonvilstone. 

Old  and  dilapidated  thatched  houses  in  this  parish  have  been 
repaired  after  due  notice.  The  water  supply  has  been  maintained 
and  the  public  well  near  the  village  farm  is  being  repaired.  The 
drainage  of  Sheepcourt  Farm  requires  attention,  and  the  land 
water  intercepted  so  as  not  to  flood  the  farm  premises  and  pollute 
the  cattle  pond. 


Caerau. 

A license  was  granted  by  you  to  Mr.  E.  Gibbs,  the  tenant  of  the 
Knacker’s  Yard,  near  Saintwell.  He  has  been  requested  to  pave 
and  drain  the  place  properly. 

Several  improvements  have  been  carried  out  by  the  owner  of  the 
houses  in  Saintwell  village  on  the  recommendations  of  the  County 
medical  officer  and  your  officers ; but  the  water  supply  and  the 
drainage  are  not  satisfactory,  and  proper  scavenging  of  the  place 
is  required.  The  cottages  at  Caerau  village  were  also  renovated 
and  the  well  in  the  lane  is  being  repaired  as  directed. 


L AVERNOCK. 

The  effluent  water  from  the  Cement  Works  at  Lower  Penarth 
the  slops  from  the  adjoining  cottages  and  from  the  cottages  at 
Lavernock  Station,  flowed  into  the  roadside  ditches,  and  created 
great  nuisances.  These  were  abated  after  considerable  trouble. 
The  public  well  was  also  repaired  and  protected  from  pollution. 


Llancarfan. 

The  village  wells  have  been  cleansed  and  the  taps  repaired  ; 
and  several  nuisances  such  as  accumulation  of  manure,  &c.,  were 
abated.  The  public  well  at  Llancadle  was  repaired.  It  is  rather 


far  from  the  village  and  difficult  of  access  ; besides  it  gets  polluted 
if  the  adjoining  brook  is  in  flood  and  the  tides  are  high.  It  is 
therefore,  very  desirable  that  another  supply  be  provided.  The 
spring  which  supplies  Llanbethery  is  at  an  inconvenient  distance 
from  the  village,  and  is  very  difficult  of  access.  A better  supply 
is  much  needed. 


Llandaff. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  at  the  City  of  Llandaff  have  worked 
automatically  without  trouble  or  complaint  during  the  year,  and 
the  system  appears  to  be  as  nearly  perfect  as  possible. 

The  sewerage  of  Ely  has  given  no  trouble  since  the  overflow 
was  closed  ; the  system  is  self-acting,  and  it  was  in  no  way 
affected  by  the  floods.  At  Fairwater  Grove,  some  fifteen  houses 
have  been  erected  and  the  corporation  water  laid  on.  The  surface 
water  is  carried  off  by  means  of  the  drain  constructed  by  the 
landlord  ; cesspools  and  dry  closets  are  being  utilised  until  your 
Council]  are  in  a position  to  provide  a sewerage  scheme.  The 
landowners  have  approached  you,  and  have  made  representations 
to  the  Local  Government  Board,  to  get  this  place  sewered.  After 
a number  of  houses  had  been  erected,  your  Council  applied  to  the 
Cardiff  Corporation  to  permit  you  to  drain  this  locality  into  the 
adjoining  Ely  system,  but  this  was  refused.  It  appears  to  me 
there  is  no  other  means  to  do  it. 

The  sewerage  of  Llandaff  Yard  and  Maindy  worked  smoothly, 
and  no  complaints  of  any  defects  were  received  during  the  year. 
Eight  private  streets,  four  at  Llandaff  ^ard  and  four  at  Mamdy, 
were  constructed  under  the  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892.  The 
general  aspect  of  these  villages  is  entirely  changed  thereby,  being 
now  respectable  and  tidy.  The  aggregate  length  of  the  new 
streets  is  3,510  feet,  or  1,170  yards.  The  carriage  ways  are  made 
of  Castell  Coch  Macadam  with  Newbridge  Kerbs  and  Channel 
Stones.  The  footpaths  at  Llandaff  Yard  are  constructed  of  gravel 
and  limestone  chippings,  and  at  Maindy  they  are  paved  with 
Newbridge  Flags  and  Granolithic.  The  entrance  to  the 
Cardiff  end  of  Ferris  Road,  Maindy,  within  the  Borough, 
is  in  a sad  state  of  disrepair,  and  is  in  a foul  state  in  wet  weather. 

Sixteen  cottages  at  the  old  Soapworks,  Maindy,  were  closed  as 
unfit  for  human  habitation. 

A number  of  new  houses  have  been  erected  at  Pontcanna 
during  the  year.  Four  private  streets  are  being  constructed 
by  the  ground  landlord  after  an  order  to  abate  the  existing 
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nuisances.  He  has  also  made  a system  for  draining  the 
surface  waler;  and  your  Council  have  had  a sewer  320  yards 
long  constructed  in  order  to  drain  Glamorgan  Street  into  a large 
cesspool  which  shall  be  emptied  systematically.  The  consent  of 
the  Cardiff  Corporation  to  drain  into  the  adjacent  borough  sewers 
was  asked  for  and  refused. 

You  are  negotiating  for  the  purchase  of  a strip  of  land  so  as  to 
widen  Cathedral  Road  to  30  feet  from  the  centre  of  the  existing 
road.  The  other  side  of  the  road  is  within  the  borough,  and  can 
be  similarly  widened  by  them  so  as  to  give  a street  60  feet  wide. 

Llandaff  Yard,  Gabalva,  Maindy,  Pontcanna  and  Ely  are  now 
lighted  with  gas  ; the  City  of  Llandaff  already  possessed  the 
same  commodity. 

The  scavenging  of  the  City,  Ely,  Pontcanna,  Llandaff  Yard, 
and  Maindy,  was  carried  out  quite  satisfactorily. 


Llanvedw. 

This  is  one  of  the  two  parishes  which  was  formerly  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Newport  Rural  Sanitary  Authority.  It  has  an 
area  of  2,453  acres,  and  a population  of  only  275  at  the  last  census. 
The  principal  village  is  Draythen,  containing  about  twenty 
scattered  cottages  and  the  Holly  Bush  Inn.  Several  nuisances, 
chiefly  slopwater  polluting  the  brook  were  discovered  and  abated 
after  notice  had  been  served. 


Llanishen. 

The  sewerage  scheme,  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report,  was 
delayed  owing  to  the  opposition  of  the  Cardiff  Corporation  to  the 
sewer  passing  through  the  concrete  embankment  on  the  east  side 
of  the  Roath  Park  Lake,  and  to  negotiations  repecting  the  outfall 
and  the  drainage  area.  The  scheme  had  therefore  to  be  altered 
so  as  to  make  the  sewer  pass  along  the  west  side  of  the  Roath 
Lake,  ard  empty  into  the  Ystradyfodwg  and  Pontypridd  Join 
Board  Sewer  within  your  district,  instead  of  within  the  borough 
boundary  as  at  first  proposed.  F.  H.  Tulloch,  Esq,,  M.  Inst.  C.E. 
held  an  inquiry  on  behalf  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  on 
9th  January,  1896,  at  the  National  School  Rooms,  Llanishen. 
There  was  no  opposition,  and  the  work  is  in  abeyance  pending 
the  result  of  the  inquiry. 
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The  emptying  of  such  cesspools  as  are  accessible,  and  from 
which  rain  water  is  excluded,  is  now  undertaken  by  your 
Council,  and  it  has  given  no  end  of  trouble  to  your  Inspectors  on 
account  of  the  many  nuisances  complained  of  through  the  over- 
flowing of  the  cesspools.  The  contractor  had  frequently  to  be 
stimulated  to  do  his  work  effectually.  It  will  be  a blessing  to 
everybody  when  the  village  is  properly  sewered. 

There  is  great  need  for  lighting  the  streets  at  night ; and  your 
Surveyor  is  of  opinion  that  a few  oil  lamps  would  overcome  the 
difficulty  until  the  gas  mains  are  extended  thereto. 


Penmark. 

The  public  tank  and  pump  at  Penmark  village  were  repaired 
and  rearranged  so  as  to  give  easier  access  and  prevent  surface 
pollution.  The  public  well  and  pump  at  East  Aberthaw  were 
cleansed  and  kept  in  repair  as  required. 

The  lodging  houses  for  navvies  engaged  in  the  making  of  the 
Vale  of  Glamorgan  Railway  had  to  be  frequently  inspected,  and 
several  nuisances  were  abated. 

The  house  refuse  of  Penmark  village  was  removed  as  necessity 
arose. 


Pkntyrch. 

The  water  supply  at  Penygarn  and  Pentyrch  village  was 
overhauled,  and  stopcocks  fixed  so  as  to  distribute  the  water  in 
sections  during  the  dry  weather,  and  the  services  of  a waterman 
were  requisitioned.  In  this  way,  a fairly  satisfactory  supply  was 
maintained  over  the  whole  area. 

Several  schemes  have  been  suggested  and  plans  prepared  with 
a view  of  supplying  Gwaelodygarth  and  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
parish  with  water.  Your  Surveyor  attended  Parish  Council 
meetings  to  explain  his  plans  and  estimates.  It  was  eventually 
decided  to  solicit  the  Marquis  of  Bute,  through  Sir  W.  T.  Lewis,  for 
the  use  of  the  springs  near  Llan  Farm,  and  these  negotiations  are 
proceeding  as  fast  as  circumstances  permit.  A supply  from  this 
source  would  be  of  the  greatest  advantage,  as  the  pressure  would 
be  sufficient  to  gravitate  to  all  the  houses  on  the  eastern  side  of 
the  parish,  many  of  which  are  Bute  property.  The  Surveyor’s 
estimate  for  this  scheme  is  ^"1,260  10s.  od.,  and  the  revenue  from 
rates  is  calculated  to  be  enough  to  meet  interest  and  expenses. 
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Iron  ash  bins  were  provided  by  your  Council,  as  recommended 
in  my  last  year’s  report,  for  Gwaelodygarth  and  the  upper  village. 
These  are  regularly  emptied  as  arranged.  If  anything  they  are 
on  the  large  size,  but  that  makes  them  all  the  more  easy  to  empty. 
It  would  be  advisable  to  protect  the  iron  against  oxidation  and 
rust  by  giving  them  a coat  of  paint  or  tar  varnish,  and  I think 
recesses  might  be  found  or  made  for  them,  as  they  are  distinctly 
more  useful  than  ornamental. 


Peterstone- super  -Ely. 

The  public  pump  at  this  village  was  thoroughly  repaired  and 
kept  locked  so  as  to  prevent  waste  and  damage  by  children  and 
passers-by.  In  this  manner  the  supply  was  well-maintained. 


PORTHKERRY. 

The  slaughter  house  and  piggeries  at  Porthkerry  Farm  gave 
trouble  owing  to  bad  paving,  and  want  of  drainage  and  a proper 
water  supply.  A well  and  pump  were  provided,  and  the  premises 
drained  and  paved.  The  owner  has  been  cautioned  against 
creating  a nuisance  by  boiling  the  offal  and  other  noisome  articles 
for  pigs  meat. 

The  water  supply  to  the  school-house  and  school  is  still  very 
unsatisfactory,  being  rain-water  stored  in  wooden  butts.  The 
managers  have  been  asked  to  provide  underground  cisterns. 
Drinking  water  is  sometimes  obtained  from  a shallow  well  on  the 
lower  level,  which  is  difficult  of  access  and  not  within  reasonable 
distance. 

The  water  supply  of  Rhoose  village  was  fairly  well  maintained  ; 
the  necessary  repairs  to  the  pump  and  well  were  executed  as 
required. 


Radyr. 

A scheme  of  water  supply  has  been  executed  for  the  eastern 
side  of  this  parish,  comprising  5,700  yards  of  cast  iron  pipes, 
four  inches  in  diameter,  and  850  yards  of  3-inch  pipes,  together 
with  all  the  necessary  service  pipes,  sluice  valves,  air  valves, 
hydrants,  stopcocks,  and  meters,  The  pipes  are  laid  at  2 feet 
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6 inches  in  depth,  all  the  taps  are  inside  the  houses  and  well 
protected  against  frost.  Each  house  has  its  own  tap  and  service 
pipe,  and  a stopcock  was  fixed  to  each  by  your  Council.  The 
supply  is  got  in  bulk  from  the  Cardiff  Corporation  mains  at  Ton- 
gwynlais  where  a meter  is  placed ; and  the  distribution  is  in  your 
hands.  The  pipes  and  fittings  were  well  laid  and  fixed.  The 
consumption  during  the  past  six  months  has  been  at  the  rate  of 
only  five  gallons  per  head  of  the  population  supplied,  showing 
that  leakages  are  reduced  to  a minimum. 

The  sewerage  scheme  for  the  Radyr  district — which  is  fast 
increasing — has  been  designed  by  your  Surveyor  ; it  is  estimated 
to  cost  ^2,000.  It  was  approved  by  the  Parish  Council  and 
adopted  by  you  ; and  the  Joint  Board  have  expressed  their 
approval  to  an  outfall  into  the  Ystradyfodwg  and  Pontypridd 
trunk  sewer.  The  agreement  is  being  prepared. 

Your  Council  have  further  expended  £ 50  on  an  extension  of  the 
water  main  along  Station  Road,  so  as  to  supply  about  20  houses 
at  Junction  Terrace  belonging  to  the  Taff  Vale  Railway  Company. 


Rhydygwern. 


This  is  the  other  parish  which  was  transferred  to  you  from  the 
Newport  Rural  Sanitary  Authority.  We  found  here  several  serious 
nuisances  which  have  since  been  abated. 

Your  Surveyor  has  in  preparation  a scheme  for  supplying  water 
to  the  schools  and  some  31  neighbouring  houses.  It  is  proposed 
to  lay  about  1,100  yards  of  2-inch  iron  pipes  from  a copious  spring 
in  the  wood,  six  hundred  yards  above  “ New  Colliers  Row,”  at  a 
cost  of  about  ^"100. 


Rudry. 


The  owners  of  Waterloo  Terrace  provided  a filter  in  connection 
with  the  pump  and  well  in  accordance  with  your  instructions.  It 
is  so  fixed  that  no  water  can  be  taken  from  the  pump  without 
passing  through  the  filter.  The  suggested  scheme  of  water  supply 
for  the  higher  part  of  this  parish  is  still  in  abeyance  owing^to  the 
pressure  of  other  work. 

The  Waterloo  Tin  Works  were  idle  for  several  months,  but 
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considerable  supervision,  however,  was  necessary  to  prevent  the 
pollution  of  the  Rhymney  River  by  the  spent  sulphuric  acid. 
The  necessary  arrangements  were  provided  in  obedience  to  your 
instructions  for  the  manufacture  of  copperas  and  evaporation  of 
the  residue  ; but  sometimes  it  is  more  convenient  to  let  the  waste 
flow  into  the  adjoining  pond,  and  thence  into  the  river. 

The  discolouration  of  the  Rudry  brook  by  the  chalybeate  water 
issuing  from  the  colliery  levels  caused  the  river  to  be  discoloured  ; 
and  pollution  with  waste  water  from  the  cottages  on  the  Garth 
had  to  receive  attention. 


St.  Andrews. 


The  great  frost  of  1895  caused  much  damage  to  the  water  mains 
and  fittings  at  Dinas  Powis,  owing  to  the  old  mains  being  near 
the  surface,  and  some  of  the  new  mains  being  laid  in,  and  covered 
with  broken  rock.  The  greatest  damage  was  done  where  the  lines 
of  mains  faced  the  east ; mains  facing  the  south  suffered  little 
damage,  although  in  some  cases  very  near  the  surface.  It  took 
well  into  the  summer  to  restore  the  circulation  throughout  the  area 
of  supply,  while  a great  waste  of  water  was  caused  by  bursts  and 
leakages  during  the  repairs.  It  is  important  when  laying  water 
mains  in  a rocky  strata,  however  deep,  that  they  should  be 
covered  and  imbedded  in  clay  or  loading  soil.  The  Sewerage 
Scheme  designed  by  the  Surveyor  in  1894  is  still  in  abeyance.  A 
difficulty  arises  in  providing  a Sewage  Filtration  Ground,  owing  to 
the  proximity  of  the  Barry  Waterwork’s  area  of  supply.  It  is, 
however,  open  to  the  District  Council  to  adopt  one  of  the  known 
processes  of  chemical  purification  in  Precipitation  Tanks.  It  is 
extremely  desirable  that  some  process  should  be  adopted,  for 
although  earth-closets  are  the  general  rule  at  Eastbrook  and  Dinas 
Powis,  the  disposal  of  the  slop-water  is  an  intolerable  nuisance. 
The  Council  early  in  the  year  undertook  the  emptying  of  cesspools, 
and  provided  a cart,  pump,  and  hose  for  this  purpose,  the  con- 
tractor finding  his  own  horses.  This  emptying  process  is,  however, 
a great  nuisance  under  the  most  favourable  circumstances,  and  the 
work  has  so  much  increased,  that  some  of  the  cesspools  overflow 
before  there  is  time  to  empty  them.  The  scavenging  of  house 
refuse  is  also  done  by  contract,  and  this  work  is  specified  to  be 
done  in  the  early  hours  of  the  morning,  twice  a week. 

The  Public  Pump  near  St.  Andrew’s  Church  was  reconstructed 
and  maintained  during  the  year. 
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St.  Nicholas. 

Little  trouble  has  been  experienced  during  the  year  in  maintain- 
ing the  Water  Works  at  this  village.  A local  man  is  employed  by 
the  Council  to  look  after  the  cleaning  of  the  shoots,  and  report  to 
the  Surveyor  any  repair  required  to  be  done  to  the  pumps  and 
tanks.  The  supply  is  from  the  roofs  of  [the  "Church  and  other 
buildings  stored  in  underground  tanks. 

Sully  (Part  of). 

The  portion  of  this  Parish  outside  the  District  of  the  Barry 
Urban  District  Council  is  badly  provided  with  water,  but  a supply 
could  be  obtained  from  the  Barry  Mains  if  arrangements  could  be 
made  with  that  Council. 


Wenvoe. 

The  pump  fixed  over  the  well  near  the  smithy  is  found  to  be  too 
small  for  the  filling  of  water-carts,  and  a larger  pump  is  being 
provided.  The  village  pond  could  not  be  cleansed  during  the 
summer  owing  to  the  height  of  the  water.  The  water  supply  of 
Twynyrodyn  is  from  roof  water  intercepted  in  private  tanks,  and  is 
unsatisfactory.  Dilapidated  houses  at  this  place  are  being  repaired  ; 
as  also  at  St.  Lythans  Down. 

Whitchurch. 

This  parish  is  now  well  supplied  with  water  from  the  mains  of 
the  Cardiff  Corporation,  and  during  the  past  year  the  supply  has 
been  extended  to  the  houses  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Holly 
Bush  Inn,  Peartree  Cottages,  and  some  120  houses  at  Tongwyn- 
lais.  The  Corporation  has  refused  to  extend  the  supply  to  the  11 
houses  near  the  Iron  Bridge,  Tonwynlais,  about  400  yards  from 
their  main,  without  an  annual  contribution  from  the  District 
Council.  The  owner  of  some  of  these  houses  (Mr.  Williams, 
of  Roath  Court)  has  recently  sunk  a well  and  erected  a pump  over 
it,  and  this  pump  will  be  sufficient,  if  the  water  is  found  to  be 
good,  when  analysed,  for  the  supply  of  the  eleven  houses.  The 
Whitchurch  portion  of  Tongwynlais  is,  therefore,  now  supplied 
with  good  water.  The  Sewerage  Scheme  executed  last  year  at  a 
cost  of  nearly  ^6,000,  has  during  the  year  been  extended  234  yards 
along  the  east  side  of  Whitchurch  Common,  and  1,148  yards 
along  Heoldon  Road,  at  a cost  of  about  ^450.  At  present  it  is 
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proposed  to  sewer  along  Tymawr  Road  and  Radyr  Road  some 
yards,  at  a cost  of  £ , to  drain  new  houses  recently  erected. 

Sixteen  cast-iron  Ventilating  Shafts  are  being  erected  at  the 
termini  of  the  sewers  as  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report.  The 
new  sewerage  scheme  has  throughout  worked  without  any  hitch, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  appreciate  the  value  of  a good 
system  of  drainage  and  water  supply.  They  are  now  thinking  of 
laying  down  a system  of  gas  supply. 

The  Scavenging  of  Wnitchurch  and  Tongwynlais  has  been  fairly 
well  done  during  the  year.  Great  improvement  in  this  respect 
would  be  to  provide  in  suitable  places  proper  receptacles  for  the 
house  refuse,  which  would  be  regularly  emptied  by  the  scavenging 
contractors.  Several  private  streets  at  Tongwylais  should  be 
constructed  under  the  powers  conferred  on  the  Council  by  the 
Private  Street  Works  Act  1892. 

The  southern  half  of  the  villageof  Tongwynlais  is  in  this  District 
and  the  upper  half  is  in  the  Urban  District  of  Caerphilly.  The 
latter  portion  has  neither  Drainage  nor  Water  Supply,  and  is  a 
source  of  danger  to  the  Whitchurch  portion.  The  Caerphilly 
Urban  District  Council  signified  their  desire  to  drain  their  portion 
into  the  Whitchurch  Sewers,  to  which  your  Council  were  agreeable, 
subject  to  the  consent  of  the  Ystradyfodwg  and  Pontypridd  Main 
Sewerage  Board  being  obtained  by  the  Caerphilly  Council,  and  to  their 
entering  into  an  agreement  with  your  Council,  but  nothing  further 
has  been  heard  from  the  Caerphilly  Council  on  the  matter, 
although  this  took  place  so  far  back  as  March  last.  The  brook 
forming  the  boundary  between  the  parishes  of  Whitchurch  and 
Eglwysilan  is  a constant  source  of  nuisance,  and  should  be  covered 
in.  At  present  it  is  a receptable  for  filth,  and  it  overflows  in 
rainy  weather,  cutting  up  the  roads.  A Joint  Sub-Committee  of 
this  Council  and  that  of  Caerphilly  met  on  the  ground  last  summer 
to  arrange  for  the  abatement  of  this  nuisance,  when  it  was 
suggested  that  the  ground  landlord  should  do  the  necessary  work, 
but  very  little  has  been  done. 

The  other  parishes  not  mentioned  in  the  above  summary  have 
been  duly  inspected,  and  the  nuisances  abated. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

The  Bye-Laws  for  these  are  based  on  the  Model  Bye-Laws  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  supplemented  by  others  made  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Acts,  1890.  They  are  very 
extensive  and  complete,  and  apply  to  the  whole  of  the  District, 
necessitating  a considerable  amount  of  travelling  and  supervision 
by  your  Surveyor  and  his  Assistant. 


New  Houses. 


Certificates  for  water  supply  under  Section  VI.  of  the  Public 
Health  (Water)  Act  1878,  were  granted  for  100  houses  during  the 
year. 


Slaughter  Houses. 

The  licensed  and  registered  slaughter  houses  were  duly  inspected, 
and  the  Bye-laws  enforced.  A license  was  granted  for  a new 
slaughter  house  at  Whitchurch  village.  All  other  slaughter 
houses  in  the  District  were  duly  inspected,  and  any  existing 
nuisances  were  abated. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops. 

Three  hundred  and  six  Dairies  and  three  hundred  and  twenty -eight 
Cowsheds  are  at  present  on  the  Register.  These  have  been  duly 
inspected  and  the  provisions  of  the  Bye-Laws  enforced. 


Explosives  Act,  1875. 

The  Glamorgan  County  Council  have  delegated  the  duties  under 
this  Act  to  your  Council,  and  the  Surveyor  has  been  appointed 
Inspector  under  this  Act.  Several  licenses  were  granted  and 
registrations  made  during  the  year,  and  the  necessary  inspections 
and  supervision  carried  out. 

Nuisances  Abated,  &c. 

List  of  nuisances  for  the  abatement  of  which  notices  were 
served,  exclusive  of  many  nuisances  abated  by  verbal  requisition. 


1.  Animals  so  kept  as  to  be  a nuisance  ...  ...  no 

2.  Buildings  unfit  for  human  habitation  closed  ...  30 

3.  Dilapidated  houses  repaired  ...  ...  ...  65 

4.  Dangerous  quarries  and  shafts  fenced  ...  7 

5.  From  want  of  proper  privy  accommodation  ...  52 

6.  From  want  of  proper  drainage  ...  ...  270 

7.  From  want  of  proper  ventilation  ...  ...  210 

8.  From  want  of  proper  light  ...  ...  25 
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g.  From  overcrowding...  ...  ...  ...  15 

10.  Foul  ditches  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

11.  Foul  and  improper  cesspools  ...  ...  . . 300 

12.  Foul  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  240 

13.  Foul  and  improper  ashpits  ...  ...  ...  28 

14.  Foul  accumulations  and  deposits  ...  ..  210 

15.  Foul  and  improper  cowsheds  and  dairies  ...  ...  95 

16.  Foul  bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  15 

17.  Foul  and  improper  slaughter-houses  ...  ...  12 

18.  Foul  wells  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  35 

19.  Foul  wells  closed  (Whitchurch  and  Llanishen  chiefly)  50 

20.  Foul  dwelling-houses  cleansed  ...  ...  29 

21.  Foul  yards  and  premises  cleansed  ...  ...  55 

22.  Foul  and  improper  water  closets  ...  ...  60 

23.  Foul  and  improper  privies  abolished  (chiefly  at  Whit- 

church) ...  ...  ...  ...  210 

24.  Foul  water  courses  ...  ..  ...  ...  11 

25.  Foul  and  improper  earth  clorets  ...  ...  50 

26.  Foul  and  improper  urinals  ...  ...  ...  5 

27.  Improper  water  supply  (chiefly  at  Tongwynlais  and 

Radyr)  and  Corporation  water  laid  on  ...  ...  240 

28.  Offensive  trades  (chiefly  boiling  animal  matter)  ...  15 

29.  Private  wells  and  pumps  repaired  . . ...  11 

30.  Privies  converted  into  earth  closets  ...  ...  15 

31.  Privies  converted  into  water  closets  ...  ...  120 

32.  Rivers  pollution  cases  ...  ...  ...  29 

33.  Smoky  chimneys  ...  ...  ...  ..  6 

34.  Houses  disinfected  ...  ..  ...  145 

35.  Public  wells  and  pumps  repaired  ...  ...  30 

36.  Public  wells  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  14 

2,844 

I am,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  PRICHARD,  M.D., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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H 

I 

... 

I 

Rudry 

5 

2 

1 

1 

I 

5 upwards 
Under  5... 

... 

1 

I 

1 

1 

574 

574 

36 

I 

I 

St.  Andrews 

r3 

3 

3 

I 

1 

2 

3 

5 upwards 
Under  5... 

1 

2 

2 

2 

3 

209 

240 

6 

4 

2 

1 

I 

St.  Brides-super-Ely ... 

3 

I 

1 

1 

5 upwards 
Under  5... 

I 

2 

2 

1 

3 

3 

6 

7 

1094 

1150 

21 

2 

4 

I 

I 

St.  Fagans 

5 

1 

2 

2 

5 upwards 
Under  5... 

I 

1 

I 

1 

2 

94 

94 

15 

St.  Georges 

St.  Lythans 

9 

i 

2 

1 

3 

3 

1 

5 upwards 
Under  5... 
5 upwards 
Under  5... 

... 

I 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1 

4 

2 [ 
7 

490 

261 

490 

261 

3 

11 

2 

1 

1 

3 

I 

3 

St.  Nicholas 

7 

2 

5 

5 upwards 
Under  S-- 

I 

1 

III 

in 

6 

Sully  (Pari  ol) 

5 upwards 
Under  5... 

2 

2 

2 

I 

2 

5 

316 

316 

9 

Van 

5 upwards 

152 

152 

5 

5 

2 

1 

2 

Under  5... 

I 

Welsh  St.  Donats 

6 

I 

1 

4 

5 upwards 

1 

I 

I 

3 

2 

247 

247 

20 

1 

Wenvoe  ... 

8 

I 

1 

I 

3 

2 

5 upwards 
Under  5... 

1 

I 

1 

3 

6 

188 

188 

127 

1 

Whitchurch 

&3 

22 

6 

I 

2 

18 

H 

5 upwards 
Under  5 

1 

2 

2 

3 

2 

6 

445 

430 

12 



5 upwards 

1 

I 

2 

1 

2 

1 

9 

6 

2 

23 

12 

28 

35 

3322 

3522 

11  Ri 

24 

22 

1 

6 

2 

5 

1 

Totals  ... 

325 

76 

34 

19 

17 

89 

90 

Under  5... 

19 

41 

78  1 
86  2 

18520 1 

605 

— 

— 



5 upwards 

I 

I 

3 

I 

1 

3 

2 

3 

1 

I 

1 

13 

I 

22 

27 

2 

12 

12 

13 

3574 

17 
>i  1 

4 

1 

3 

I 

8 

.. 

8 

0 

9 

- • • -•  V 


